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REPORT 


OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  STATUS  OF  THE 

DEGREE  OF  GRAND  CROSS  OF 

CONSTANTINE. 


To  the  Grand  Imperial  Council: 

Your  committee,  to  which  was  referred  the  resolutions  presented  by 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  looking  toward  a  surrender  of  our  in- 
dependence and  sovereign  powers  to  the  organization,  now  styling  itself 
the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Knights  of  the  Grand  Cross  of  Constantine, 
and  which  was  instructed  to  render  a  statement  of  the  status  and  inherent 
rights  of  the  several  organizations  referred  to  in  said  resolutions,  respect- 
fully reports : 

That  it  has  duly  and  carefully  considered  the  subject  referred  to  it,  in 
the  light  of  all  the  information  it  has  been  able  to  obtain.  This  latter  in- 
cludes the  printed  matter  issued  by  the  Grand'  Imperial  Council  of  England; 
the  Grand  Imperial  Councils  of  Pennsylvania  and  Illinois;  the  Grand  Im- 
perial Council  for  the  Western  Jurisdiction,  U.  S.  A.;  the  Sovereign  Grand 
Council,  U.  S.  A.,  and  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapters  (there  were  two  of 
them)  of  the  Grand  Cross  of  Constantine.  Also,  statements  made  to  mem- 
bers of  your  committee  by  Ancient  Knights  Companions,  concerning  the 
introduction  of  the  Orders  into  this  country-  and  the  incidents  attending 
their  early  exploitation.  Also,  communications  to  the  Masonic  Press  by 
Knights  Companions  of  recognized  learning  and  authority.  Also,  official 
inquiries  pursued  by  the  Acting  Grand  Sovereign,  the  results  of  which  your 
committee  has  been  permitted  to  avail  itself  of. 

From  all  of  the  foregoing  your  committee  has  collected  the  following 
facts : 

I. 

That  in  the  month  of  May,  1865,  at  the  City  of  London,  England,  an 
organization  was  effected  known  as  the  "Grand  Imperial  Council  of  Eng- 
land," which  body  was  then  and  there  declared  to  be  "the  supreme  govern- 
ing body"  of  what  the  general  statutes  call  "The  Ancient  Chivalric  Order 
of  Constantine,"  and  which,  in  its  manifestoes  and  other  published  docu- 
ments is  styled  "The  Imperial,  Ecclesiastical,  and  Military  Order  of  Knights 
of  the  Red  Cross  of  Rome  and  Constantine." 

That  said  organization  purported  to  be,  and,  in  fact,  was,  a  revival,  by 
Knights  Companions  theretofore  duly  invested,  of  an  ancient  chivalric  order, 
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